NOVICE NOTES ON THE MAKING OF "JUS
FRIENDS"

by Frank Harris

" FRIENDS' BENJAMIN CHEE CMEE

My first attempt was a half size picture using the angle cut fret saw method. The work
went pretty fast and provided a reasonable picture but on close examination it was
easily seen that the long smooth curves were not smooth at all but were full of little
wiggles. The required long smooth transition from the flat feet and the neck section to
the thin lines of the body was also not very smooth and can only be described as
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"lumpy". | came to the conclusion that maybe the only way to get smooth curves was
by knife cutting.

My second attempt was full size and knife cut except for the thin lines of the body
which were saw cut with the blade vertical. They are not as smooth as | would like but
| didn't feel competent to try curves like that with a knife. | used a #4/0 saw and |
think it is too thin, considering the size of the picture. | would recommend using one
of those copper-coloured blades which are sold by Lee Valley as #2/0 marquetry
blades. The #2/0 is 0.018" wide and the #4/0 is 0.008" wide.

The knife cutting was very much slower than sawing but the results were also much
better. My technique also improved as | went along and I'm sure | could do even
better if | made another one.

To begin this project | needed a pattern on Mylar. | tried to make this by tracing from
a full-sized paper photocopy. | could not do this by hand and get smooth flowing
lines, so I cut a rough outline of each bird from three separate photocopies and pasted
them to some bristol board. With a knife and scissors | cut out the birds thus obtaining
a template from which | traced the outline onto the Mylar. | have since learned that
some business listed under "Blueprinting" in the yellow pages can photocopy directly
onto Mylar. That's for me in the future.

| learned something else from this project which probably should have been
self-evident to me but wasn't. In the window method, the window is everything. As
the window goes, so goes the job. The window edges can be carefully trimmed,
sanded, or scraped to get them exactly the way you want them before making the
insert. When the insert is inset, the carefully manicured window will exactly define
the edges and if the insert isn't perfect it can be remade or small pieces can be cut in to
fill up those unsightly gaps. Some of this is not too satisfying but it works, | know.
The most frustrating problems I had with this job were two-fold and both had to do
with cellophane.

| found it impossible to follow the regular method of marking the insert with a knife,
separating the parts and marking with a pencil. I simply couldn't find the knife marks,
perhaps because of the clear tape on the black wood. | cut the insert by piercing it
right through while following the window edges and then without separating the
pieces | pushed the insert (from the back) into the window opening to which I had
applied glue. The second problem with cellophane was finding it to remove it. | must
have spent hours removing it holding the picture at various angles to the light, finding
some more and days later finding more little pieces. Cellophane on black and white
seems to disappear.
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| used the same colours as were used on the poster | saw at the McMichael Gallery.
Dyed white for the main background, dyed black for the neck, feet and body lines,
with Peroba Rosa for the brown stripe. The dyed white | had, had a lot of
imperfections in it so | fashioned the main background from six strips about two
inches wide. Since the birds are pure fiction, anyone wishing to reproduce them could
use their own imagination for the colours just as the artist did.

The procedure | used was to first cut in the thin body lines making them longer than
necessary on both ends. I then cut in the outside edge of the brown stripe and over cut
it into the black area of the neck. Next I cut in the neck and head area then the feet.

That's about all | can think of to say about this project. | hope that my problems,
solutions, etc. may help others coping with similar projects. Any and all criticisms of
my work or this article will be appreciated.

Medical footnote:

After a long day bent over this picture using a strong magnifier, | awoke the next
morning with a severe pain in my left eye and a slightly lesser pain in the right. It was
so bad that | was afraid | might have done some serious damage. After an eye
examination, it was confirmed that it was only eye strain, however, it took two days
for the pain to completely disappear. The lesson here is don't do as | did, take periodic
breaks from close work.
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