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The procedure I use to make a pattern is the same for a simple silhouette as for something more 

complicated and involved.  When I find a picture or print that appeals to me, my first action is to make a 

photocopy.  Colour prints can be photocopied giving a simpler black and white picture that has different 

shades of grey.  This photocopy can be enlarged or reduced as required to suit my purpose. 

The photocopy is placed on a piece of plate glass, print side up.  A piece of blank paper is placed over top 

of the photocopy.  A strong light is turned on under the glass making it into a drafting light table.  Placing 

the photocopy on an outside window on a sunny day will also work.  With this set up I can see the 

photocopy clearly through the blank paper.  It is then a matter of outlining the different shades of black 

and white.  I also simplify the pattern by omitting unnecessary details.  After outlining, I number the parts 

of the pattern: darkest detail areas say 1, then the next darkest number 2 and so on. 

When this is completed I make a few photocopies of the pattern.  The next step is to colour the different 

sections with coloured pencil crayons that are similar to the shade of the veneers being used.  If it is not 

possible to use the original picture colour (say blue), then I choose some colour that looks pleasing to my 

eye. 

In the fall 1993 issue of the Bradford Exchange catalogue, a colour picture of a plate of Christ caught my 

eye.  I made an enlarged photocopy of this picture and made a pattern of it using the method described 

above.   A copy of the original picture and the pattern is included. 

  

 


